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Of Urim and Thummin. 

The literal signification of these two 
words, is, according to the Hebrew, light 
and perfection, or, the shining and the 
perfec’. Aecordius td St. Jerome, doctrine 
or judgment. According to Septuagint, 
declaration and truth. Some will have it, 
that the Urim and Thummim are, only epi- 
thets or explanations of the stones of the 
breast-plate of the high priest: as if it were 
said, “thou shalt put therein stones, that 
are shining and perfect.” Others believe 
that these two words are rather Egyptian 
than Hebrew, and that the Septuagint have 
given their'true signification, by rendering 
them, manifestation and truth. But Jose- 
phus and after him several others ; as well 
ancient as modern authors maintain that the 
Urim and Thummim were nothing but the 
precious stones themselves of the high 
sriest’s breast-plate, which, made known 
the will of God, by casting an extraordinary 
lustre, and thereby manifested the success 
of events to those, that consulted them ; for 
when these stones gave no lustge,o; at least 
none that’was extraoraivary, it was ter 
concluded that God did not approve of the 
matter in question. Josephus adds, that it 
was then two hundred years, at the time of 
writing his history, since these stones had 
left off to shew this lustre; so that this or- 
acle had ceased only one hundred and ten or 
twelve years before the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Others believe,that the Urim and Thum- 
mim was something belonging to the breast- 
plate, but they are not agreed what it was 5 
and what is very extraordinary, neither 
Moses, nor any other sacred writer, has 
distinctly expressed what it might be.— 
Epiphanius and Suidas think, that besides 
the twelve stones of the breast-plate, there 
was a diamond of an extraordinary beauty; 
which by the liveliness of its lustre, made 
known to the high priest, whether the en- 
terprise in hand was pleasing to God or no. 
Procopius, Arias Montanus, and some oth- 
ers, place two stones therein, besides the 
twelve mentioned by Moses. 

St. Cyrill seems to say,that manifestation 
and truth were written upon two precious 
stones or upon a plate of gold ; which is an 





opinion followed by many both 
modern writers. Others held tha 
Urim and Thummim were writt 
broidery upon the breast-plate betwe 
rows of stones, cr upon two berders ; one 
above and the other below the pectoral,— 
The rabbi Solomon following this by Eu- 
gubinus believes, that the name of Jehovah 
| written upon a plate of gold, was what the 
| Scripture here calls Urim and Thummim.— 
Spencer, in his dissertation upon these 
| words, believes they were two tittle golden 
figures which gave responses, which were 
|shutupin the pectoral as ina purse, and 
| Which answered with a voice toall such 
| questions as were put to them by the high 
; priest. : 
Thus we have heard a variety of opinions 
respecting Urim and Thummim. It ap- 





| pears from the whole, that it was something 


attached to the high priest’s breast-plate 5 
that inquiries were made to it by the highs 
priest, and answers returned 3 yet as neith- 
-er Moses nor any other inspired writer hag 
given any particular description of.it ; and 
SHO “Ustoae fred an the ihe Jews has 
clearly described it ; therefore it remains 
in some degree conjectural. That this is 
the case, appears from the instances recited 
‘above, which are a few of the many, which 
|might be produced. : 


igs 


The manner of consulting God by Urim 
and Thummin. 

There is a great diversity of opinions con- 
cerning the manner of consulting God by 
Urim and Thummim. 

itis agreed, first, that this way of consul- 
tation was used only in affairs of very great 
importance. Secondly, that the high priest 
was the only officiating minister in this cer- 
emony ; and that for this he was to be 
clothed in all his pontifical habit ; partic- 
ularly, he was to have on his pectoral or 
rational, to which the Urim and Thummim 
was affixed. Thirdly, that he was not to 
perform this solemn consultation for a pri- 
vate person, but only for the king, for the 
general of the army of Israel, for the presi- 
dent of the Sanhedrim, or for other public 
| persons ; and even then not upon any af- 
j fair of a private nature, but to that only, 
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which related to the State; in a word for| shadow of the blessings, which are con- 
the common interest of the twelve tribes,the | tamed in the gospel. 


names of which, the high priest wore in his 


pectoral or breast-plate. 
When the Urim and Thummim was to be 


consulted, the high priest put on his robes 
and presented himself, not in the sanctuary 


sanctum from the sanctuary ; there 
right, he turned his face directly 


osed what he wanted to be resolved, and 
directly behind him, at some distance, with- 


| high-priest, as a token that the tribes « 
| rae] were always remembered by hin 3 that 
/God was never consulted by Urim and 
. he could enter but once a year, but | Thummim, only in the holy piace; by no 
ly place, before the curtain, which | other person than the high pricst $ and tor 
‘no fewer number than the above named 
tribes of Israel. 

| eark,and the mercy seat over it," p- | 
n which the divine presence rested; he pro- | performed at the request of an individual, 
always had respect to the happiness of the 
ination at large ; 


‘The breast-plate, with Urim and Them. 
mim were on the breast near the heart ot ihe 


1 §S~ 


Here the benefit of this ceremony, aliho? 


it looked tothe blessings, 


out the holy place, stood the person, at | which Israel as a people needed, and which 
whose request God was consulted ; and | God, in this appointed Way, Was willing to 


there with all humility and devotion expect- 
ed the answer that should be given. 

The Rabbins think, that the high priest 
having then his eyes fixed upon the stone of 
the rational, which was before him, he there 
read the answer of the Lord. ‘The letters, 
that raised themselves out of their places, 
and that. shined with more than ordinary 
lustre were formed into the answer desir- 
ed. For example ; when David inquired 
of God, whether he should go up to one of 
the cities of Indah, it was answered him, 
Alah, ‘ Go up.’ 

The three letters, Ain, Laned, and He, 
came out of their places, and raised them- 
selves above the rest to compose that word, 
which contained the answer. Others think 
with much probability, that God then gave 
his answer inarticulate voices, which were 
heard within the sanctuary and from be- 
tween the cherubim, which covered the ark 
of the propitiatory. 


How long the custom of consulting God by 
S06 7 pene J 
Urim Thummim continued in Israel. 


Josephus, as we have seen, supposed that 
Urim and Thummim continued till within 
about 110 or 112 years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Rabbins think, that it continued no 





longer than under the tabernacle. It isa 
maxim among them, the holy spirit spake 
to the children of Israel by Urim and Thum- 
mim while the tabernacle remained; that 
while Solomon’s temple continued, God) 
spake to the same people by the prophets ; 
and under the second temple or after the | 
captivity, he spake by Bath-kol or daughter | 
of the voice. 
REMARKS. 

Though the idea of the Urim and Thum- | 
mim isin some degree, obscure ; yet much- 
important instruction is contained in it, as a | 


bestow. 

Thus we are taught, that God, through 
the captain of our salvation, our great hich 
priest and saviour, is willing that all men 
should be saved and come to the knowledge 
ofthe truth: and for that purpose, has 
poured abundant grace and viven every 
qualification to our hich priest above 3 su 
that by one offering he has forever perfected 
them that are sanctified ; he bears mankind 
on his heart as the friend of sinners, and 
gives assurance to us that both he and his 
request is accepted of God, by the gift of 
the holy spirit, which is shed on us abun- 
dantly, through himself as the appointed 
medium, 

As by Urim and Thummim, under the 
legal dispensation, every important thing, 
which was necessary and best to be known, 
was made known by the lights and perfee- 
tious, i. c. Urim and Thummim 3 so, in the 
gospel, the assurance is, that we shall be led 
iato all truth 3 all that isnecessary for prac- 
tice, for peace and consolation shall be made 
known through him, who is appolmted to 
guide us by counsel and afterward to 1e- 
ceive us to glory. 

We are assured that we have an high 
priest, who is passed into the heavens, Je- 
sus the Son of God, and that he is alwavs 
heard in our behalf; it becomes us. fer 


| whom he makes request, to wait with all 


humility and devotion till God speaks, « fur 
he will speak peace to his people’—Ept- 
TOR. 

To the Editor of the Gosnel Advocate. 

Sin—Being a man of small natural and 
acquired abilities, and not aceustersed to 
writing on subjects of great consequence, 
I teel a great diffidence in addressing vouin 
this manner, and exposing my weakness 
But having read in the Advecate some time 
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past, the meaning of the word Hell, and 
finding it very different from the generally 
received Opinion, it turned in my mind 
whether the meaning of the word Heaven 
might not be as much misunderstood as that 
of Hell. Laccordingly applied to my Bible 
to see if | understood it myself. 1 had not 
proceeded far before | found my ideas were 
very contracted, [ have since that time 
been searching and ruminating on the sub- 
ject, and am not yet fully satisfied. My ob- 
ject is to request of you, Sir, to explain to 
me the meaning of the words, Heaven, Hea- 
venus, Heaven of Heavens, third Heavens, 
&c. together with some sentences in which 
they are contained. 
the very many passages of scripture, in 
which the word is to be found. Gen. i. 1. 
In the beginning God created the heavens 
and ¢ke earth. Verse 8, And God called 
the firmament heaven. Here we are told 
what the heaven was, whicl: God created 
in the beginning. Chap. ii. 1. Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished and 
all the host of tiem. Here I observe the 
word is put in the plural number, as also 
the word them ai the end of the verse— 
i Kings, viii. 27. Behold the heavens and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee. 
tsaiah, xxxiv. 4. And all the host of heaven 
shall be dissolved and the heavens shall be 
rolled together as ascroll. Jeremiah,iv. 25. 
{ beheld and lo there was no man and all 
the birds of the heavens were fled. Hosea, 
ii. 21. And it shad come to pass in that day 
fd will hear saith the Lord; Iwill hear the 
heavens and they shall hear the earth.— 
Joel, i. 16. And the heavens and the earth 
shall shake. Mattinnew, xxiv. 29. And the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken.— 
Luke, xxi. 25. For the powers of heaven 
shail be shaken. Verse 33, Heaven and 
earth shall pass away but my word shali 
not pass away. 2 Corinthians, xii. 2,3, 4. 
I knew aman in Christ about fourteen years 
ago, such an one caught up to the third 
heaven. And I knew such a man, how 
that he was caught up into paradise and 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful fora mantoutter. 2 Pet. iii. 12,13, 
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shali/be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat: Nevertheless 
we, according to his promise, look for nee 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
vichteousness. Revelation, xxi. 1. And I 
saw a new heaven and anew carth, for the 
first heavens and the first earth were pas- 
sed aicay and there was no more sea. 


I shall quote a few of 


Sir, [hope you will do ample justice to 
the subject, if it takes a volume to contain 
it, for | apprehend the generally received 
opinion is not correct; and whether | have 
formed any just ideas or not, may perhaps 
be better determined hereafter. 

Iam, Sir, with due respect, your affec- 
tionate friend. AN INQUIRER. 





To the Rev. D. Bascock, of Bufflllo. 

Sin: I have recently read a small vol- 
ume bearing the following title: “ A Cate- 
chism of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America. ‘To 
which is annexed, a catechism, designed as 
an explanation and enlargement of the 
Church Catechism: Recommended by the 
Bishops and Clergy of the Protestant E- 
piscopal Church in the State of New-York.” 

fhe contents of this book 1 consider ve- 
ry incongruous, and a great part of it di- 
rectly at war with common sense and rea- 
son: yet it is recommended and taught by 
“the Bishops and Clergy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the state of New-York,” 
of which you are one. As every honest 
man must wish for the destruction of error 
and biind superstition, in whatever place or 
form they may be encountered, I am bound 
to believe that you will have no objection 
to my examining, as attentively as I please, 
and as intelligibly as I can, the book [have 
mentioned, and publishing, when I have 
done, the result of my labors. Arguing 
from these premises, I have resolved to go 
into an examination of this book ; copying 
such parts as shall appear most absurd and 
erroneous, and following them with such 
remarks as the nature of the extracts may 
seem to require. 

As you are one of the Clergymen who 
recommend the contents of the book to the 
public, I have addressed these remarks to 
you, as I shall do all the chapters of the ex- 
amination, which are to follow it, and which 
will appear in future numbers of this publi- 
cation. "This I do, not because I suppose 
you have wilfully recommended error and 
absurdity to the public, knowing them to be 
such; but because either you or I must be 
wrong in our opinions of sanity and com- 
mon sense,—you having honestly’ recom- 
mended to be read and believed what tome 
appears very inconsistent and partially im- 
possible. 

T trust, Sir, that you have too large a 
share of sense to take umbrage at the course 
I have pursued, in placing your nameat the 
head of this article. [am fully aware that 








the time has been when such a freedom, e- 
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ven in the United States, would have called 
forth long and oit repeatedteriefof “ infidel- 
ity,” perpecution,” “ trifling witisacred 
things,’ &c. but all these can only be looked 
upon noW as so many attempts to silence 
inquiry, upona subject that deeply concerns 
us all; and which,‘ herefore,should be propor- 
tionably examined. do youthe justice ‘tosup- 
pose that you are too liberal in your feelings to 





~ wish creed or doctrine supported and 


maintained by force or fear (which is, vir- 
tually, force ;) and certain Tam that you 
have knowledge enough of the spirit of this 
age to see that such clamors, when raised, 

can effect only those who idly depend on 
them. Lest, however, some (for I well 
know you unfortunately have followers who 
are less liberal than yourself) should com- 
mit themselves by a resort to such practi- 
ces, I deem it proper inthis place to inform 
such and all others, that my sole object is 
TRUTH, without regard to persons, doc- 
trines, creeds or beliefs. I will not willing- 
ly injure the feclings of any person, farther 
than exposure of error or falsehood will do 
it; and I must be permitted here to ob- 
serve, that these who take offence upon 
such terms act too unwisely to merit coun 
tenance and support in the course they pur- 
sue. 

The examination T propose will be con- 
ducted in a manner plain and familiar; and 
if | should not show all that veneration for 
the text which you and your followers have 
been taught to feel, it will be the result of 
honest opinion, and not a desire to detract 
from whatis really meritorious. ‘The same 
may be said of the writings of the * Fa- 
thers,” “ Saints,” (2s some men are called ) 
&c. and the remark is made solely to pre- 
vent mistake, and, consequently, useless 
uneasiness. Ishall probably commence my 
examination of the catechism, &c. in the 
next number ofthis paper, and _ it will be con- 
tinued as time and circumstances willadmit. 

Yours, in the Gospel of Love, 

A UNIVERSALIST. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir—Very recently a respectable limita- 
rian preacher of this village, took for his 
text the 22d verse of the 13th chapter of E- 
zekiel, which reads as follows: “ Because 
with lies ye have made the hearts of the 
righteous sad whom J have not made sad; 
and strengthened the hands of the wicked, | 
that he should not return from his wicked | 
way by promising him life.” 





It was very | by the pestil: nee.’ 


ADVOCATE. 


was to convince his hearers that the doc- 
trine of the restoration of all things to holi- 
ness and happiness was false, and that its 
advocates strengthened the hands of the 
wicked, that he should not return frem_ his 
wicked way by promising him everlasting 
or eternal life in the world to come, which 
had a direct attendency to make the hearts 
of the righteous sad whom God had not 
made sad. Now, Sir, in as much as the 
Gospel Advocate as well as the Universa- 
list preachers have, not only in the opinion 
of this gentleman, but i the opinion of ma- 
ny others, a direct attendci.cs produce 
all the above consequences, i. it not iIncum- 
bent on you to give your readers your ideas 
of the meaning of this important text, in 
your next Advocate? I have very atten- 
tively examined the subject and am fully 
convinced, that Ezekiel had no reference 
to any other mode of being than the pres- 
ent. It is very evident, that in consequence 
of the kings, princes, high priests, scribes 
and elders of Israel telling the common peo- 
ple that God would not suffer the king of 
Babylon with his army to enter the gates 
of Jerusalem and destroy the city and tem- 
nle. that God had not said what the proph- 
et had spoken unto them did strengthen the 
hands of the wicked and prevented him 
from turning from the worship of idols to 
the worship of the true and living God.— 
jut ~ God who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will,” said by his proph- 
et [zekiel, “ mine eyes shall not spare thee, 
neither will L have pity; but [ will recom- 
pense thy ways upon thee; and ye shal! 
know that Lamthe Lord. And mine hand 
shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, 
and that divine lies. And their slain shall 
fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know 
that [ am the Lord. Te that is afar off 
shall die of the pestilence, and he that is 
near shall fall by the sword, and he that 
remaineth and is besieged, shall die by the 
famine: thns will | accomplish my fury up- 
on them. Thus shall ye know that [ am 
the Lord, when their slain men shall be a- 
mong their idols round about their altars,” 
&e. It was the false prophets, priests and 
the learned men that made the hearts of the 
truly 1 righte ous sad, and so it is at the pres- 
ent day. The Lord by Jeremiah, after 
speaking of the disobedience of the rem- 
nant of Israel, says, “1 will punish them 
that dwell in Egypt, as I have punishe d Je- 
rusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and 
Not ia a lake of fire 





evident that the principal object which the | and brimstone located in the eternal world, 


gentleman had in view in selecting this text, 


nor is there the least intimation in all Eze- 






Tea? 


otien 





















kiel’s predictions relating to the destruction 
of Jerusalem that the children of Israel 
would be punished for their sins after the 
death of the body,(the Rey. gentleman’s o- 
pinions to the contrary notwithstanding) and 
at the same time almost the whole house of 
Israel had forsaken the worship of Jehovah 
and were bowing down, worshipping and 
adoring other Gods. And again the word 
of the ford came unto Ezekiel, “ saying, 
son of man, setthy face towards Jerusalem, 
and drop thy word towards the holy place. 
and prophesy against the land of Israel; 
and say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the 
Lord, Behotd, I am against thee, and wiil 
draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and 
will cut off from thee the righteous and the 
wicked,’ &c. The Lord by the same 
prophet gives the following reasons for cut- 
ting off the righteous and the wicked. 
"They vexed the fatherless and widows— 
they vexed the poor and necdy and oppres 

sed the stranger wrongfully.” And is it 
not to be feared, that there are too many 
professing christians at the present day a 

gainst whom the above serious and solemn 
charges might justly be made? O let us 
take heed to our ways, that we may not be 
found regardless of the wants of the poor, 
the fatherless and widows. It is evident 
from my last citation that the righteous as 
well as the wicked were not only guilty of 
the same crimes, but were to receive the 
same punishment. And you know, Sir, 
that our wise and orthodox brethren tell us 
that there is no alteration for the better af- 
ter the soul leaves the body of sin and 
death—that all who are cut off for crimes 
committed in this life and not repented of 
will be rendered eternally miserable. Now 
if their hypothesis be correct, which but few 
in this part of our Lord’s vineyard dare to 
deny, then the righteous here spoken of as 
well as the wicked must be endlessly miser- 
able. Do you beXeve, dear Sir, that the 
righteous here spoken of are the same alln- 
ded to in our brother’s text, whose learned 
opinion on this point would afford me much 
pleasure. It would be happy for the chil- 
dren of men if they would. seriously and 
faithfully serve, worship and adore Jeho- 
vah and keep his commandments, without 
being made to know by awful experience 
in what their true happiness consists. But 
the Lord our God, who is gocd unto all and 
whose tender mercies are ovet all his works, 
hath great and glorious designs in view in 
all his dealings with the children of men. 
All his judgments flow from infinite love, 
and are only intended to humble and final- 
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ly reconcile all things unto himself at last. 
NotwithstandingJ ehovah suffered Nebuchad- 
nezer, king of Babylon, the most haughty 
and cruel tyrant that ever lived, to enter the 
gates of Jerusalem with his mighty army 
and to burn the temple, the house of God, 
and to lay the city in ashes; and those of 
the children of Israel who escaped the 
sword, famine and pestilence to be carried 
into Babylon, there to serve this cruel ty- 
rant and his successors for seventy years, 
asa punishment which they justly deserved 
for thetr impious conduct; yet he watched 
over them with more than parental care 
and love, in support of which I will call the 
reader’s attention to what the Lord God of 
Israel said by his prophet Jeremiah, on this 
important subject. “ [have forsaken mine 
house, | have left mine heritage; [ have 
eiven the dearly beloved of my soul into the 
hands of her enemies,” &c. The Lord by 
“zekiel, in the 36th chapter says, “ For I 
will take you from among the heathen, and 
vather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. There will 
f sprinkle clean water upon you and ye 
shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. And 
a new heart will I also give you, Anda 
new spirit will I put within you: And I 
will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And TI will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do then,.”— 
How evident it appears that God punishes 
his disobedient children in order to humble 
them and bring them to realise that he is 
their eternal and unchangeable friend and 
Saviour, and that all his chastisements will 
eventuate in their endless felicity. I would 
now seriously ask the candid reader, not- 
withstanding he may believe that nine 
tenths of the human family (the noblest 
work of God) will be endlessly wretched, 
if the subject under consideration has the 
most remote allusion to a future state of be- 
ing. And is it not seriously to be regret- 
ted, that so great a number who stand as 
watchmen on the walls of Sion, should not 
better understand the will, purposes and de- 
signs of God towards his children, as_re- 
vealed in his holy word, than they do?— 
It is our duty, my brethren, if we would ac- 
quire divine wisdom to read the scriptures 
with prayerfu: attention, and search as dili- 
gently for that truth which alone can make 
us free, as we would for hidden treasure. 
In my next communication to you, Sir, 
I shall attempt to show, that the true doc- 
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trine of the gospel of the blessed God has 
and ever had the attendency to make the 
hearts of the self righteous hypocrites sad, 
but that it gladdens the hearts of the hum- 
ble followers of the blessed Jesus, and caus- 
es them to rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. M. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir,—Permit me to inform you, that I 
not only rejoiced to see the first number of 
the second volume of the Gospel Advocate, 
but to hear that subscribers to this very use- 
ful publication, are daily increasing. May 
the God of all grace “ who is good unto all 
and whose tender mercies are over all his 
works” strengthen your hands, and enable 
you through the medium of the Advocate, 
for many yearstocome, to proclaim to the 


world the gospel of the grace of God, man- | 


ifested in and through Jesus C hrist * the 
Saviour of all men.” And may you, my 
dear sir, when you have finished your useful 
labors here on earth, be called to partake of 
the joys of the just made perfect, and rest 
with your Saviour m his Father and our 
Fatuer’s kingdom of eternal rest and glory. 

* ‘the holy religion which we profess, 
{says an eminent servant of the Lord,) is 
from heaven—tis a revelation of God’s in- 
finite love ; and its object is the reforma- 
tion, and eternal salvation of sinners. Its 
authority is divine, and the mode of its pub- 
fication: wise and satisfactory. The voice 
which first announced it, was not that of 


thunder and terror, heard from Mount Si-! 


nai, and which compelled their illustrious 


law-giver to say, I exceedingly fear and | 
tremble; butit was the mild voice of the’ 
Son of God, that gave lifetothem that heard | r 
it, which first proclaimed the glad tidings! 
It is attested! 


from the throne of heaven. 
by numerous, surprising and undisputed 
miracies : not the miracles of appalling 
judgments, which suddeniy spread desola- 
tho > death and misery, throuch the devoted 
land of Egypt ; but the miracles of mercy, 
erace and salvation, which filled the cities 





sand villages of Judea with rejoicing. The | 


doctrine of revelation is addressed to the 
common senses of mankind ; 
sometimes above, is never opposed to the 
otates of enliehtened reason. 


and thouch | 


lis cifts are. 





conquered the powers of death, ordained 
an apostolic ministry, to remain in the world 
to the end of time, solemnly testifying, and 
faithfully ministering the things of his king- 
dom, to every creature.” 

You know sir, that a few years ago there 
were but few in this part of our happy coun- 
try who believed in God’s impartial and 
unbounded grace and love, and but few of 
those had firmness and independence e- 
nough to acknowledge it publicly. There 
were some, that with heartfelt gratitude to 
the Father of the spirits of all flesh, delight- 
edin “contending earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints,” notwithstand- 
ing, they were treated with the utmost con- 
tempt, by the self styled orthodox folks who 
were ready to say, stand by thyself, come 
not nigh, we are holier than thou. 

I have for more than twenty years firm- 
ly believed in the salvation of all men, and 
have never been afraid or ashamed to ac- 
knowledge it : and although L have receiv- 
ed many wounds in the house of my friends, 
in consequence of believing, that it is the 
will of “ God, that all men shou!d be saved 
and come to the knowledge of that truth, 
which maketh free,” I have enjoyed that 
pleasure and satisfaction that this world can 
neither give nor take away. And, blessed 
be God, there are now thous ands, in this 
part of our Lord’s moral vineyard, who have 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth 
as itis in Jesus, which has made the hearts 
of the self-richteous sad, and causes the 
modern scribes and pharisees,hypocrites,to 
groan and sigh as they walk the streets.— 
But, be it theirs (aad not ours) to limit the 
goodness of the holy One of israel ; and to 
require of their deluded followers to believe 
that nine tenths of the human family wil! be 
endlessly wretched, and their wretchedness 
and misery will gre vatly i increase the joy and 
happiness of the Sejgts in the kingdom of 
heaven. O! how ef fis the thought, 
that God should give @vgténce to so many 
millions of beings, capable of glorifying and 
enjoying him foreverRand yet should be o- 
bliged, in order to a his own charac- 
ter, to make them endlessly miserable.—(O 
melancholy thought! may it never invade 
my breast.) Can an infinitely wise and 
good being punish for no purpose but mere- 








arconmodaied tothe relief of the real wants | ly to satisfy what the partialist calls vindic- 
ane suficrings of the human race, and its | tive justice, which they say can never be 
provi we ns homis instructions are suited tothe. satisfied to all eternity. Can it be suppos- 
final restitution of all intelligences to holi-! ed-that an all wise avd infinitely good be- 
ness and ci ippiness. Our blessed Lord. | ing, would bring into existence beings that 


ne arbor of this Gospel, having fin- | he foresaw would be etern: uly miserable.-— 
the work of man’s redemption, and | More dreadful still is the idea, which mauy 
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have, that Jehovah created them on purpose 


that they might transgress his law, continue | 
But bles- | 


in sin, and be eternally damned. 
sedbe God, this unmerciful doctrine has 
neither scripture nor enlightened reason to 
support it; and we have reason to rejoice, 
that it is becoming very unpopular in almost 


every part ofthe world where it has been. 


believed and embraced, and the glorious 
andconsoling doctrine of the “ restoration 
of all things, spoken ef by all God’s holy 
prophets since the world began,” is believ- 
ed by thousands, and will soon be believed 
and embraced by the whole family of man. 
That “ dispensation of the fullness of times” 
shall come, when the Lord our God “ who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will, who will have all men to be sav- 
ed, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth,” shall “ gather together in one, all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in him.” In 
whom it hath pleased the Father all fulness 
should dwell. 

“ And having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things to himself; by him IT say whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 
Then shall every creature in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such 
as are in the sea, and all that are in them,” 
say, “ Blessing aud honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne and unto the lamb forever and ever.” 
Then God shall be all in all, and all his 
works, which he at first pronounced good, 
yea very good, shall praisehim. ‘Then and 
ot till then will Christ be heard to say, “I 
have seen the travail of my soul, and am 
forever satishied.” I have “ finished sin 
and made an end of transgression.” By 
“destroying the devil and his works,” | 
have “ wiped away all tears from off all fa- 
ces, sorrow, sighing, pain and death shall 
never more be known.” — [resign my 
“kingdom to thee,” O Father, that thou 
“ may be ail in all.” b. C. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
HOW CALVINISM REPRESENTS 
THE WISDOM OF GOD. 

( Concluded from page 16.) 
8. Let us see how the wisdom of Ged is 
exhibited in the punishment of sin, as this 


punishment is defined in the doctrine of 


Calvinism. We hear much said about the 
he pons nature of sin, and how ofiensive it 
isto God, we hear that justice requires 


ry man has sinned, and incurred the penal- 
ty of eternal misery ; and every one who 
does not belong to the elect must sufier this 
for his sins. It is also said by peovle who 
believe in such doctrine, that“ all mankind 


by thefalllost communion with God, fell 


under his wrath and curse, and so were 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, 
death itself, and the pains of hell forever.” 
When aman commits a crime, he makes 
‘himself liable to the punishment of that 
crime. So, as men were made liable to 
these evils, by the offence of Adam, they 
are considered the punishment of that of- 
fence. Now let us see how the wisdom of 
God is displayed by this doctrine. There 
are five difierent specifications of punish- 
ment as the recompense of Adam’s sin.— 
The loss of “ God’s communion” is one.-— 
All mankind by the fall, suffered this. So 
they never can suffer it for their own sins. 
God’s * wrath and curse” are the second 
specification of punishment, mentioned in 
the extract from the catechism. Under these 
all men fell in consequence ef the fall ;— 
therefore, they never can sufler them for 
their own sins. “ all the miseries of this 
life” are the third specification of punish- 
ment which men are to sufier, not for their 
own, but Adam’s sin.—“ Death itself” is 
the fourth specification, “ and the pains of 
hell forever,” the fifth, all of which are to 
be considered, according to Calvinism the 
just punishment of Adam/’s sin. And yet 
we are told that God, in wisdom and jus- 
tice will adequately punish all the impeni- 
tent for their sins. Lwonder what their 
punishment canbe. Can it be a loss of 
“communion with God :” No; they lost 
that by the fall. Can it be God’s wrath or 
curse ? No, they fell under them by the fall. 
Can it be any of the miseries of this life >— 
No, not one of the. Can it be “ death it 
self?” or “ the pains of hell forever ?” It 
can be neither of them. What will it be ? 
It cannot be any thing inthis world, or eter- 
nity. How, then, wil! sinners be punished 
for theirown sins ? What a_ splendid dis- 
play does this ‘doctrine make of the wisdom 
of God ? 

Calvinists accuse those who believe in the 
final salvation of all men of denying that 
men will be punished for their sins. Now 
I cannot see how they can escape this accu- 
sation. ‘They, in their zeal to see that sin 
was well punished, have made the punish- 
ment of one sin to be constituted of all the 
misery that all men ever have endured or 
ever will endure. They have left norcom 





that it should be punished infinitely. Evve-| for other sins tobe punished. And, in fact, 
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they do not believe this one will be, for they |ate the compassion and sufferings of Jesus; 
say allmen_ will wot suffer “ the pains of hi heart would melt within him, tears eush 
hell forever.” It illy becomes them to ac- fromm his eyes, and at intervals bis lips be de- 
cuse others of denving that sin will be pun- prived of utterance 3 or, as though * touch- 
ished. ed with a coal from "off the altar,” he would 
I have thus noticed three particulars in breathe the love of “ Christ and him cruci- 
which I think Calvinism does no honor to fied,” on all before him. 
the atiributes of divine wisdom. These, When we say he was an affectionate hus: 
things misrepresent divine goodness as well band—a tender pareni—a_ good neighbor, 
as wisdom. Indeed they affect the whole and a real friend,even to his enemies, the 
of the divine character. ‘They make the haifof his virtues have not been told.— 
idea of God’s omnipotence terrible to man- None butthose who have perused with ade 
kind. if they were true, to know that beis miration, the fair pages of moral worth, 
the Ruler of the Universe, would give us * not written with pen and ink,” but im- 
pain instead of joy. We might wish there pressed in legible characters on the heart 
were no God,no future state. Creation and memory of those who witnessed his 
might weep and array itself in the dress of christian rectitude through life, will be able 
sorrow. But we have the consolation to duly to appreciate his excellence. For them 
believe, that God is a more holy, good Be- no lettered monument is needful to preserve 
ing than the doctrines of men have rep- fromoblivionthe name of William Farwell, 
resented him to be. And we trust that the “ good minister of Jesus Christ.” 
he will finally make us all holy and happy. 


Ricwarps. The Rey. L. 8. Evererr, of this village 
, __ twill preach, on Sunday next, by the special 
: DIED,—At Barre, Vt. the Rev. Iill- request of an unknown person, from the 
Cans Farwell, in the 74th year of his as¢-— three following passages ef scripture, in the 
“6 aa was ee ee ooo : at order in which they stand: 
ent co Immediately after having fallen | ° : ah 
me vata A : ee 6 |)6 Morning discourse—Text, Rev. xx. 10. 
on the ice. Br. Farwell continued firm in |, \ — ey 
; : ; And the Devil that deceived them was 
the Faith which he had long protessed and : y oP 
: ; . cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
defended, and gave up the ghost in’ chris- ' 
: ‘ 2 =. ; where the beast and the false prophets are, 
tian resignation. He has left an amiable 
6 AHON ; ' and shall be tormented day and night for- 
and pious wife, with whom he had lived ; 
? nee ever and ever.” 
full half a century, several most dutiful and | AG F , ee 
respectful children, besides brothers and ‘6 ifternoon— Pext, — XIV. T ; 

. . . . > yhet « sreaate sricnece @ ak 
other relations of unblemished reputation, to '°'™ the light and create darkness ; I make 
deplore his loss peace and create evil: I the Lord do all 

rit ‘ . ‘ . Seneee 9 
To those who were acquainted with this these things. 

venerable deceased “ father in Israel,” \ Evening—Text, Matthew, xxi. 43.— 
nothing can be said to endear his memory “\Therefore say I unto you, the kingdom 
to their hearts. In the extensive circle of of God shall be taken from you, and given 
his intimate acquaintance, he was highly toa nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
beloved for his work’s sake. Brother Far-} (> Meetings at the Court House—ser- 
wel] was most successtul as an evangelist, vice to commence at the usual hours. 
going as it were, “into all the world to January 30, 1824. 
preach the gospel to every creature.” He scales 
was the first preacher of Universal Grace 
and Salvation, resident in the state of Ver- | 
mont, and was instrumental in forming the 
first scciety, in Springfield and Rocking- 
ham, in which he labored in word and doc- 
trine for several years. Convinced that du- | ave 

cvs | {> A few entire Files of the 1st volume 
ty and usefulness called him to tr wel a-| * 


? t e fs Pry A voranmn "1 @F - — 
broad, he obeved, and | like his) divine lex ofthe Gosern Ap rE, may be had at 


er © went about doing wood. Thoush not this Office —Price $2. 

very systematical orelognent in his diseour- | | ee 
ses, vet they were “ pow: vfaland weighty.” ipUsLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
Wien he dwelt on the Love of God, his fa-| per ANNUM, PAYAGLE HALF YEARLY 
vorite theme, his soul was elevated in devo- N ADVANCE.44H.. A. SALISBURY, 


tional extacy. Ifhe attempted to deline- PRINTER. 








(>> Persons wishing to have their vol- 
umes of the Gospel Advocate bound, can 
have them done at the Book-Store of R. W. 
Haskins & Co. in this village. 
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